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it was an odd experience to turn 
back the pages of history and read 
an account of the Civil War-when 
one enlisted fore "five years or 
sooner-shot", The similarity of 
the fears, hardships, complaints 
ena joys of the mén in the service 
during the n and now is amazing. 

In reading Capt, C.W. Whitney's 
Civil War memoirs it is interest- 
ing to recall his complaining of 
" the burning sun of the Mississip- 
pi, the deadly malaria of the Ya-~ 
zoo, the freezing cold and corn 
cob rations of Tennesee." He also 
quotes General Sheridan,who in 
describing and admitting’his moe 
ments of fear said,"Fear, of course 
I had fear. It is something that 
comes over a man, which I. vannot 
find words to describe.It comes to 
‘us when we first go into’ battle, 
but after we get engaged, it pas- 
ses off, and we strive to gain 
Victory,” 

He mentions marching 55 miles 
in 48 hours and going straight- 
forth into battle. Wonder if that 
strikes a familiar note to the in- 
fantrymen of today. If not, cer- 
tainly this must. After four con 
tinuous days of severe battle, in 
a steady downpour of rain, his 
company was exhausted and dis - 
heartened,"but the arrival of an 
unusually large meil caused much 
joy in camp and more than compen= 
sated," etc, » Not’ far from the 
situation of today,which we hope 
will soon be ended, . 
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Major Melvin H. Partridge 


Many readers will be glad to 
know what has happened to "Mel" 
Partridge, son of Frank E, Par- 
tridge of the Ashby Tavern. "Mel" 
started out at Officers Training 
School in Miami in 1943, after 
this training he was stationed at 
Presque Isle,Maine, as alist Lt. 
and Personnel Officer, In June’, 
1943, with the rank of Captain,he 
was assigned as Classification 
Officer for the North Atlantic 
Division, From September to "Nov~ 
ember he conducted a classifica «# 
tion survey of the North Atlantic 
Division during which he visited 
Newfoundland, Labrador,Greenland 


and Iceland 


In March, as Major Partridge,he 


was assigned as Assistant Chief 


of Personnel for the North Atlan-« 
tic Wing, stationed at Manchestor 
N.H. Since then he has visited 
North Africa, England, Scotland, 
and Iceland. While in England he 
spent three days with his cousin, 
Major General Harl EE, Partridge, 
Through -the courtesy of Lt. Gene 
Jimmie Doolittle, Major Partridge 
tourcd London and was able to see 
the preparations being meade for 
Dedayese =: 

Major Partridge is married to 
the former Mary Woedcock of Ashe 
burnham,who, with their two chil- 
dren,Tommy and Suc, is spending 
the summer in Manchestor, 
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Lt.Owen Lafley is now in this 
country,having completed his 50 
bombing missions.Lt.Lafley is the 
husband of Ruth Robbins Lafley. 


Richard Robvins is still in New 


Caledonia and writes of having to 


stay up until 2:30 A.li. one day to 
help clean 1500 lbs.of fish."Rich" 
said he really sot tired of look- 
ing at fish after the first few 
hours. 


S/Sgt. Eino Malm,whe is sta- 
tioned at Hawaii,has completed an 
intensive swimming course and is 
now an instructor in swimming 
there. 


ryt. Mark Thatcher,who is sta- 
tioned at Camp Blanding,Fla. , 
writes,"They sure keep us busy 
down here, I used to think my ten 
hour day was pretty long, but that 
would seem like child's play now." 
Mark enjoyed all the home town 
news he found in the "Town Pump". 


Bill Hemlin S-2/C has recently 
been home on furlough and has now 
returned to Sampson, N.Y. where he 
is in the outgoing unit awaiting 
assignment, 


Mr, and Mrs. John Flinkstrom have 
received word that their son Pvte 
Walter is in- India, and.his bro- 
ther, Pvt. John, is in New Guinea. 


Sst. Edwin Tiilikkala of Green- 
ville Road arrived in France re- 
cently. 


Mrs, Leslie Kincaid has recei- 
ved word that her husband,Pvt. Les- 
lie Kincaid, has arrived in India. 


Mrs. Harold LaRoche( Eleanor Bal- 
lou ) has received word that her 
husband, stationed at Whiting 
Field,Milton,Fla. has been promo- 
tod to Motor Machinist Mate 4 rd 
class in refrigcerationes 


Cpl.eWallace Johnson has arrived 
in England according to word recei- 
ved by his parents,Mr, and Mrs, 
Karl Johnson,Davis Road. 


Kenneth R. Miller,brother of. 
Irving Miller,writes from San- 
ta Monica, Cal."If ever one of 
the Ashby boys are out this way, 
tell them to be sure and get in 
touch with me and I will show 
them around the town. My name 
is in the phone book.Be sure and 
give me a ring." 


Mr.Miller goes on to say that 
he has received the first two 
copies of the "Town Pump" and 
that he found them intenscly 
interesting. He hopes he will 
be able to have future numbers. 
He thinks the paper a splendid 
idea and that the name was cm= 
blematic of Ashby. He remembcrs 
when he was 10 or ll years old, 
how many times he pumped the 
handle of the old town pump. 


Edwin Walker, who recently k 
enlisted in the Merchant Marine, 
spent tho week-end of Aug.26th 
with his parents hr. and Mrs. 
Wallace Walker,."Sonny" is now 
back at Sheep's Head Bay,N.%., 
after a few wecks ship treinings. 


Bob Varney is now with "Sonny" 
again after a month's separation. 
Onc is in Barracks No.5 and one 
in No.7eBob rocently spent a 
short time in the hospital for 
treatment. 


3/C P.O. Thomes Hansen,who 
has been stationed at Key West 
for some months, has been trans# 
forrca to Boston for a 16-weck 
course at Franklin Institute, 
His brother Andy,who is a 2/C 
PaO. an-tho- Osast: Guard, is 
doing convoy duty and his base 
is a southern port. 


Pfo.Chester William Hardy is 
with the Army Air Force,.His ad- 
dress is 31187732-Casucl Sq. AZ 
A.P.O. 16127A,c/o Pastofficc, — 
Now York,N.Y. 
Chester joined up in November, 
19)2.A letter written by him 
last June 19th tells thet he 
was at sea ond had crossed the 
equator. 
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We have just seen a recent issue 
of "Postings", the newspaper at 
Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio. 
In it we found a grand picture of 
our Lt. Aura Louhi who is the head 


- dietician there at the station 


hospital. Lt. Louhi says "People 
not only are more finicky about 
their food when ill, but also 

must have special diets, which 
means they have a big job and an 
exacting one. Proper diet may 
mean the difference between a Yra- 
pid recovery and a lingering ill- 
ness. In some ways it's a delicate 
combination of what they want and 
what's good for them. Sometimes 
it's better to let sick people 
think they are getting what they 
want. It makes them feel better and 
then we feed them what the doctor 
orders," 


Walter Raymond Hardy-S 1/C is 
with the 15 C.B.Bn.eCoe Ae His’ ade 
dress is c/o Fleet Postmaster,San 
Francisco, California, Walter 
joined the service in December 
1942 at 17 years of age. He 
trained for P.T. Boats and 50 cali-e 
bre machine gun operations. A 
letter received from him August 


17th last, was written from the 


Southwest Pacific area, and re- 
ports all is well. 


Marston E. Page A.E.M.3/C is 
still hanging on in Miami Naval 
Air station, A: recent letter reads 
that he is on engine over-haul,. 
"“Plash" gets lots of "“kicks",some 
from electric hot shots but more 
from hot sun beams. Just wouldn't 
want to express "Flash's" descrip- 
GHLon of the latter, 


Robert Pollock S-2/C who is now 
stationed in the Pacific war area, 
has written his appreciation of 
the "Town Pump". 


Mrse Edwin Connor (Evelyn Rack- 
liffe ) has reccived word that 
her husband has been promoted to 
S/Sgt.e Sgt. Connor has been in 
the army two years’ and,is sta- 
tioned at Syracuse,New York at 
present. 


Cpl.Tech.Louis Berry,Jre has 
been home recently and .spent a 
week with his family on West 
Main Street. 


Cpl.Blair Arsenault,after having 
spent a 15-day furlough with his 
wife at the home of his family, 
has returned to Westover Field, 
where he will await orders to 
leave for overseas duty. 


Everett. H. Rackliffe, son of 
Mre& Mrs, Leidy Rackliffe,reccnte 
ly graduated from the clerical 
school at the army service forces 
training center at Camp Grant,Il- 
Linois. 


P.F.C. Albert Olson, who is in 
the Medical Corps, has arrived 
overseas. Albort writes that it's 
hard to believe hets in. another 
country. To him, it looks a lot 
like Long Island Sound. 


Lt. Dorothy Bernhardt, a member 
of the Army Nurse Corps, and 
youngest daughtcr of Fred A,.Bern- 
hardt Sr.,is attached to Lt. Gen 
Patton's army in France, 


Bob Leighton was home May leth 
for two weeks. .He returned to 
NsYe to continue his service as 
Armed Guard Gunner on the newly 
assigned $.S.Wm.Dunbar merchant 
ships 


Dick Leighton is in the Marine 
Corps,as you may know. His pa- 
nents have heard from him very 
recently and he writes that he 
got a great kick out of the Bob 
Hope show. "Best thing thet has 
happened so far" says Dick. 


Many former graduates of Ashby 
and townspeople will remember 
Priscilla Fletcher, who was on 
the faculty of the High School, 
and might be interested to know 
that Priscilla has.suffered the 
loss of her only brother, who was 
in the Air Corps in Italy. The 
family was terribly shocked at 
the news as they were looking 
forward to his homecoming which 
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should have been soon, as he only 
had a few missions to complete, 


TOWN NEWS 


Fire at Aso Allen's 


One of the most destructive fires 
for a long time destroyed the 
large barn and contents bclonging 
to Asa Allen on tho afternoon of 
Aug. 19, The fire had gained mich 
headway before it was discovered 
by Mr. Allen and others working on 
Boe piace, The fire: department 
responded but. was uneb]le to save 
the barn which was completely des- 
Peoyea vithin.: 2 short time,- The 
home, scparated only by a driveway 
from the barn, was ‘gaved only by 
strenuous work by the firemen, A 
good supply of water was available. 
Besides much farm cquipment and 
furniture, a cclf was included in 
the loss. The loss was ostimated at 
5000, covered by insurance, 


" Model T " 


An amusing sidoline to the very 
serious fire at Asa Allen's was the 
performance of our old reliable 
Model "T", The ladder truck with 
ao doubtful appearance and a high 
nosed 192=(?) modcl "T" Ford en- 
pine was the hero of the fire, 
With the barn in full. blaze and a 
wind coming up, the house proper 
was scriously threatened. For some 
reason the two big pumpers failed 
to pump water immediately, but 
good old Model "T" gave one cough 
and started to spurt a stream of 
water that when applicd to the 
house, saved the daye 
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For probably the first time in 
the history of the Town,Ashby had 
& row all its own in the Burbank 
Hospital. Roccently, Fred Bingham 
who was suffering from an infected 
log,Kendall Crockcr,Bessic Piper, 
-Madcline Woodruff and Mrs,.Perrault 
(Mrs. Milton Barrett's mother) wore 
all in the hospital at the same 
time, We are happy to report, how- 

ever,that there is no longer any 
use for Ashby RoweHveryone is 
home ond doing fines, 
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Mrs. Ida Hjclm,whose occupation 
for the last 24 years has been 
farming, has just recently taken 
her first vacation in all this 
time, She visited friends in Lo- 
banon, N.H. 


Hats Off to the Salesladies of the 
Thrift Shop 


Walter Piper,thinking to find 
the gift unusual for his wife 
Bessie while she was at Burbank 
Hospital, visited the popular Ashe 
by Thrift Shop. Hore he purchased 
a greon card table cover at 25¢, 
He pocketed his cheange(which by the 
way, he lost out of his pocket 
soon after) and with eyes agleam 
proceeded to the hospital. Bessic 
thanked Waltor,but her joy was 
short lived, when she beheld her 
own cover that she had recently 
donated to the shope 


Edwin Lord Sr. is a patient at 
the Soldiers Home Hospital,Chelsea 
Mass. Hc is recciving treatments 
for a heart ailment,. His: condition 
is much improved,howcver,since 
going thore early in Junc. A Sun- 
shine Box was recently sent to him 
by a number of Ashby friends. He 
reported having a grand time open- 
ing ite 


"Eddie" Lord Jr. is working in 
the Shipping Dept. at the American 
Type Founders for the summer, "Ed- 
die” goos back to. A.H.S.. asa Yu- 
nior this year. 


Skunks on a Rampage 


In our last issue, we had a 
very amusing article about Billie 
Seymour and his encounter with a - 
skunk, Shortly after this cpisode, 
another amusing tale came to the 
front concerning a skunk at the 
Frank Lyman's,. It seems that one 
day there were many compljaints 
about the peculiar odor of tho 
water,all strongly denicd by the 
mastor of tho house until°a hot 
shower brought dcfinite aroma and 
a, Qquick and intensive search. Poor 
Johnny Skunk, the root of all evil, 
had fallen into the well. 
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There has Been a report about 
town that we have a "Peeping Tom" 
in Ashby. Erno Martinen,better 
known to you all as "Marty" said 
"Now, what 1s there to peek at in 
Ashby 2"ttt 


FAMILY REUNION 


The 46th annual reunion of the 
descendants of Stephen and Rachel 
Brooks was held last week at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs, Walter E,Pi ~ 
per with 3) persons present. The 
oldest mombor attcnding was Mrs, 
Jennie Thomas of Framingham and 
the youngest,Candice Brooks of 
Gardner. Over 40 mcmbers are in 
Biitorent branches of the armed 
service. 


The Ashby Finnish Farmers Associ-« 
otion recently sponsored a dance 
at Maja Holl. The sum of $ 56,61 
‘was raised and donated to the Ashby 
Servicemen's Committec to purchase 
Christmas gifts for the scrvicemen 
end women. The committee included 
Mr.& Mrs. V.Moalm,Mr. & Mrs. Hjal- 
mar Joki, Mrs, Jennie Hictela and 
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Louhi. 


Mr, and Mrs. Walter Woodruff and 
son Dick, have moved to thcir home 
at 445 Blossom Strect, Fitchburg. 
The Woodruff home on Piper Road 
has beon leased to Kenneth C,. Mack- 
oy of Combridgo,. He and his family 
expect to move in around Sept.lst. 


Fred Mason is fixing up his ga- 
rage.New cement floors, at a low- 
er level, will give Freddie three 
Sizeable stalls, and an additional 
shelter will house his compressor, 

battery charger and furnace, 


SUMMER CAMPS 


Ashby is rapidly becoming known 
as the comp resort of the State, 
Nearly 1000 boys and girls have 
been spending parts of the summer 
season here in our healthy town. 
Two camps alone, Camp Lapham and 
Camp Middlesex, have cared for 800 
young people. Camp Lapham, located 
on South Road just this side of the 
John Fitch monument, is exclusively 
a girl's camp. Every two: weeks 


during the summer 90 girls from 
Boston and vicinity come to spend 
two' weeks vacation. Needless to 
say,these youngsters derive much 
benefit from the country environ~ 
ment. Mrs, McGinnis has been the 
camp director this season. 

Camp Middlesex, the 4-H club 
‘in South Village, has been the 
vacation resort for 400 boys and 
giris of Middlesex County. This is 
an ideal spot for a camp as be- 
Sides having suitable buildings 
for recreation, administration 
and dining, there are many acres 
of fields and woodlond where the 
young people may study outdoor 
life in all its phases.: 

Miss Dorothy White was the camp 
director,assisted by George Erick-« 
son,4-H club director for Middle« 
sex County. Mrs. Carolyn Brooks 
was nurse for both Camp Middlesex 
and Camp Lapham. 


Fraternity Fearm,located on New 
Ipswich road at the former Shaw 
place, is owned and financed by 
the Benevolent Fraternity of 
Unitarian churches.-This is the 
summer home of many persons from 
Boston who are sent by thé various 
settlement’ houses in that city. 
Rev. and Mrs, Felix D. Lion of 
Lawrence were hosts and directors 
this season. 


In adcition to these camps,four 
troops (150) of Girl Scouts camped 
at Willard Brook reservation du- 
ring the summer, 
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Extension Not Granted 


A sailor on leave,confronted 
with what he deemed an emergency, 
wired Mr. Henning :"Whosoever 
findest a wife,findeth a good 
thing." 

Proverb 18:22,."Therefore request 
is made for.five days leave cx= 
tension. My confidence in you 
tells me you'll agrec." 
Whereupon Mr. Henning replied: 
"Parting is such’ sweet sorrow. 
Romeo and Juliet, Act 11,Scene c. 
Extension denied. My confidence 
in you assures me you'll be back 
on time.” 
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_Oh,see the happy little Moron 
He doesn't give a Dam 

I wish £ were a Moron 
My God,perhaps I am 


SCHOOL NEWS 


Summer is over and school bells 
are ringing again. Lyman school 


opened for tthe fall term on Wednes- 


day September Oth, The enrollment 
is around 170, about the same num- 
ber as last year. The janitor, 
George Elliott, has been very busy 
during the vacation period, The 
girl's basement has been painted 
grey and white which it has needed 
badly for ao long time. The floors 
have been oiled, desk tops have 
been sanded and varnished and the 
windows washed. New cement por- 
ches and steps have been made and 
the lawn has been neatly mowed. 

The former 4-H club carpentry 
shop has been renovated to accono- 
date the new manual training 
course which will be under the su- 
pervision of Claude Munson. 

The faculty includes the follow- 
ing who were here last years; Prin- 


cipal cand teacher, Waino I. Pernaa; 


Mrs. Elsie Guyer, and Miss Ann 
Tycer,high school; Miss Irene Hop- 
kinson and Mrs. Dorothy McDowell 
primary grades. New tcachers are 
Miss Blizabcth Hannant,grades five 


ond six,Miss Boulay and Miss Hughes 


junior high. 


SETETE SEAT NE TEE TE TNE TEE SENET TE TEE TENE 
_ Boys, will you do us a favor ? 
tn order that we can let others 
know where you are and what you 
are doing, would you write us,care 
of E.J. Lyman, about tho type of 
work you are doing, where you are 
stationed and who you have seen, 
We don't want to get in trouble 
with the censors, but do tell us 
as much as you are allowed, as ev- 
eryone is deeply interested in 
your work. In this way,you will 
help us to continuc our work on 
the Town Pump. Or if you'll tell 
these things to your parents in 
your letters to them, perhaps 

they will pass the news on to uSe 


Nomoset Rebckah Lodge held a 
mecting last weck when a report. 
of the nominating committce was 
read and accepted.se The next mcct- 
ing will be held Sept. 12, when 
election of the officcrs will take 
place. Installation of officers 
will be held October 2th. 


Ashby Grange has just purchased 
a new Sorvice Flag for our Hall, 
having outgrown our old one, Ve 
now havo 21 bluc stars and 2 Gold 
Stars on our new flag, and we aro 
very proud of our members serving 
intthe Armed Forces, We have a 
6Lass of 5 candidates: so, far, for 
our degrees in September and Octo- 
bor and hope to be able to pass 
our 200 membership quota. 

We have tried to keep in contact 
with our members during the summer 
by having o card party for the 
older ones. and a dance scheduled 
for Auge 25 for the young and old. 
Had two Summer picnics which were 
very well attended; also a table 
at one of the band concerts where 
we sold food, vegetables and fancy 
work, Our goal is to establish a 
fund with which to buy a large war 
bond this Fall to be put in our 
building fund, hoping that we may 
have a new Grange Hall in the not 
too distant future. 


This: is a-réminder to: all. ser- 
vicemen, who willbe ¢l years of 
age by November 7, that the Absen- 
tee Voting Ballot is now ready for 
mailing. Applications for the bale 
lot should be made to Arthur Le 
Wass, Town Clerk, snd can be nade 


=ayetho: voter himselfor by an eii- 


gible relative, Do it Now % 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

Rodney Caton Oct e 
Ralph Varney Oct. 10 
Francis Bennett OS Gig lid, 
Waldemar Tiilikkala Octyeite 
“Thomas Hansen Oct. 1h 
Chester Hardy Oct. 14 
John Arcnius OGG guy 
Leon Evans Oct. 20 
Leonard Hayes Gots td. 
Lester Hodgman Oct. 40 


Oscar Fors Oct, 
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Letters to "Town Pump" 


In the August issue,we quoted . 
parts of letters from our boys in 
the service in regard to the "Town 
Pump", and it is with pleasure 
that we are able to quote still 
more letters from you. 

Writes Pvt. Leslie Kincaid ----- 
"After a number of weeks of travel- 
ling around North Africa and In} 
dia, my mail has finally caught up 
with me, a total of 110 letters in 
about 4 days, a nd with it I re- 
ceived the first two issues of the’ 
Ashby "Town Pump". Needless to Say, 
I think you and your staff have 
done superb work and I certainly 
enjoyed it. The only thing I've 
got to say about India is that the 
sooner I get back to the States, 
the better I'll like ite" 

From Sgt. Clarence Elliott------ 
"I want to take this opportunity 
to let you know that I have ree» 
ceived the first copy of your news 
letter--- I enjoyed it very much. 
The news from home and the other 
boys and girls in the service was 
of great interest.---Most of my 
friends received a lot of enjoy- 
ment from it also." 


Len Hayes in vriting from the 
Naval Air Station at Atlanta,Ga. 
thought the "Town Pump" was the 
best idea yet for keeping in cone 
tact with the home town, and par- 
ticularly of the other boys in the 
service. Len is an Aviation Mach- 
inist, and thinks he may be on the 
move in the not too distant future. 


And from Sgt. "Bud" Piper,we 
hear; ".,..When I first heard of the 
publication,I thought it was a 
splendid idea and now that I've 
read two issues, I can honestly 
say that its the best and most com- 
plete news of Ashby, her service 
men, and townspeople, that I've 
read in my ontire service.e. I was 
especially interested. by the three 
brief biographies you presented in 
the second issuc," 


Ensign We. Te Parker has just res 
turned to the States at San Pedro, 


California, after two long years 
of absence. He was stationed at 
Pearl Harbor at the outbreak of 
the war and has since spent con- 
siderable time there repairing 
warshipse On his return the first 
issues of the "Town Pump" caught 
up with him, and after expressing 
his -thanks, he said he was amazed 
to learn how many Ashby boys were 
in the Service, 


Pvt. Allan Holmes sent us a card 
expressing his thanks, and said 
Lt was a wonderful feeling to 
know that the home folks are thinke 
ing of the boys in the Servicce 


Writes Francis P, Bennett------- 
"T have received the first issue 
of the "Town Pump",-- In rcading 
the paper, I see that there are 
others from home in this area,It 
is like trying to find a needle 
in a haystack.---Thank you for 
sending me a copy of the paper. 
Although I om not strictly an 
Ashby boy,now, I fcol that I have 


more connestions there than I 
have in Townsend." 
Wallace Elliott writese----«-.~--. 


"I received both issues of the 
"Town Pump” and I think it is a 
very nice paper.--=-You mentioned 
about Warren and Clarence sccing 
plenty of action. I have too,and 
am still seeing it. We are just 
praying that it will soon be over, 
---The wcather has been nice with 
the days very hot and the nights 
cold and damp. We are getting 
pretty sick of digging holes in 
the ground overy night so we can 
slecp." 


A letter from Pvt. Raymond 
Wright reads,"As I sit down to 


write this letter it is high noon 


in N. Africa,---I have been rcad-= 
ing the third issue of the "Town 
Pump" and can assure you,I ene 
joyed it very muche---You can't 
imagine how much it means to a 
man to get the home town news and 
to know how his fellow townsmen 


are faring all over the world, I 


was sorry to hear of the deaths 


ard 
- ay 


of "Sparky" Bennett and "Don" Cur- 
ran, and can assure you that treir 
deaths will be avenged.---Tell all 
the folks to write as much as pos- 
sible. a 

John Salo writes;"It was with 
great plcoasure that on my retum 
to England that I received your 
edition of tho Ashby "Town Pump". 
It certainly was gropt to read all 
the news from home.” 


From a letter from Fred Foresman; 


"It is fine to rcad about people we 


know for a change. I woud, like 
very much to tell you of interests 
ing places I have visitcd-- but 
consor regulations prohibit me from 
telling you. One thing you will bo 
interestcd in, is tha t today I 
scoutcd up Fred Erickson ,.It sure 
was swell to sce a man from heme." 


In still another letter, this one 
from Richard Wilkinson, we are told 
-~- "Herets some of the interesting 
places I visited while I was in 
Palcrmo, Sicily. In a horse and 
buggy "taxi" , I went to the ca- 
tacombs where 15,000 people were 
placed from 1599 to 1880. The bo- 
dics went through a process of pre- 
servation so thcy arc mummified, 
pome are in ticrs along the walls 
in boxes with glass sides and o- 
thers are in -a standing position 
in recesses. Tho well-to-do pcopleo 
have morc claboratc boxcos and are 
very well presorved as better om= 
balmiyg methods wero used, It was 
Oo arethor wierd but. intcresting 
experionco, Anothcr place I visited 
was the Cathedral, tho largest in 
SrcLily. There wore a-.dogen or so 
altars. The altar of Santa Rosalia 
contained a solid silvor caskot 
which weighed 1250 pounds. Ono no- 
vel part was a sun dial laid dia- 
gonolly across the floor, At noon 
each day, the sun shines through 
& small hole inthe roof making a 
dot along the line and showing the 
month of the ycar.-- I'm fine and 
hope everyone at home is the same, 


DEATHS 


Manfred S. DeLibcrtis,South Rd. 
died suddenly at the Burbank Hospi- 


tal Aug. 7th, He wes 38 years old, 


=Ge 


He leaves a wife,Bertha E.(Hicta- 
la-Sands) LeLibcrtis and four 


sons by a former marriage. 


MARRIAGES 


Lourence J, Ste Francis, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. William St. Francis: 
of Fitchburg and Helen EH, Bailey, 
daughtor of Mr. and Mrs. John D. 
Bailey. of Pipor Rd.,Ashby, were 
married at the Rollstone Parsonag 
in Fitchburg on August 21, 194h.. 


BIRTHS 


A daughter,Lida Roberta, was 
recently bor to Charles and #£l- 
len (Wotton) Saunders of West 
Main St. Mre Saunders is now in 
the Arny e 


A son was born to F-2/C and Mrs, 
Wilho Mayrenen (Elizabeth Inki) 
75 Bonnett Road, fAshbye 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Across: 

Ly What. do lions do? 

Ce What do dogs do? 


What 
What 


do tigers do? 
do cats do? 


Down: 
1. What do we get honey from? 


e What cdo we see out of? 
. Afternoon social affairs. 


Comfort 
inswer on page nine. 


SEVEN PINK ELEPHANTS 


I had twelve bottles of whiskey 
in my ccllar, od my wife told me 
to cmpty the contents of each and 
every bottle down the sink,or 
O1SCa----- . 

So I said I would, and proccegad 
with the unpleasant task, I withe 
drew the cork from the first bote 
tle and poured the contents down 
the sink, with the exception of 
one glass, which I drank. I ex- 
tracted the cork from the second 
bottle, and did likcwise, with the 
exception of one glass which lL 
drank, I then withdrew the cork 


from the third bottle and pourcd 


the whiskey down the sink, vith 


diver 


bie, 


ah 
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ae 
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the exception of one glass, which 
It drank. I then withdrew the cork 
from the fourth sink, end: pourcd 


the bottle down tho glass, which I 


drank, 

I pulled the bottle from the cork 
of the next, and drank one sink of 
it end threw the rest down the 


' glass. I pulled the sink out of tho 


noxt glass and poured the cork from 
the bottle. Then I corked the sink 
with the glass, bottled the drin 
and drank the pour, ; 

When I had everything emptied, I 
steadied the house with one hand, 
counted the bottles, corks,glasses, 
ond sinks with tho other which wero 
twenty-nine, and as the-house came 
by I counted thom again, and finoal- 
ly had all the houses and bottles 
and corks and glasses and sinks 
counted, except one house and one 
bottle which I drank, 


A_G.1I.'s PLEA 


Please Dear Lord,excuse mo for 
not being able to ask you inthe 
pretty words I'd like to usc,tho 
things thet arc in'my heart. 

Please Dear Lord,take me home 
safely and soon to those I love, 
This you can do by making the do- 
cision of who is right or wrong. 

Pléase let me go back to tho 
thirty dollar a week job and my 
Simple home. Home, where I ca 
turn on the radio and listen to 
Superman and Bing Crosby.Home,where 
the oil burner is always giving me 
trouble end the wife may reprimand 
me for getting the floor dirty 
during its ropair, Home, whero. I 


“¢€an go across the stroct and get 


a quart of ice cream or a couple 
of pounds of bayanas. Home, where 
I can drive up to a filling station 
and buy a tank full of gas ora 
now tirce,should | require one.Home, 
where I can go to Church on Sunday 
morning .if I desire or lay abed 

and drink coffee and.read funnics, 
Home, where I can go to the ball 
game and possible throw ao pop bot- 
tle at the umpire for a bad dccis- 
lon or maybe goodenaturedly ask 


‘forvhis blood, Home, where I can 


drive along and cuss the warbling 
bieyele ridor or the children as 
they run in front of my car, chas- 


-9- 


ing a ball. Home, where I can go 
out back with a salt shaker and 
pick mysclf a juicy tomato or 
pull up a carrot. Home, where I 
can get into the bath tub Satur- 
day night and have no fear of 
having to sée ony larger body’ .of 
water, Home, where I can look 
out and watch the snow fall or 
watch a thundcr storm come over 
the mountain knowing this is the 
only kind of fear I have to con- 
tend with nowe Home, where in tho 
Spring wo can’ pick May-flowers, 
in the Summer, Blucberrics and in 
the Fall,Cranberrics. 

Thonk you, Decr Lord, for your 
patience and even if this docs 
sound like a little boy's letter 
to Santa Clause this just gives 
you an idca of what I think I am 
fighting for. 

Am I so wrong ? 


Answer to cross-word puzzle on 
page cight. 


DEFINITIONS 


Mason-Dixon line: The division 
between "yot all" and "youse 
guy se 

Back Slapper: A pcorson who hopes 
he can make you cough up sonc- 
thing. 

Morale:"Sumpin! dat keeps yo! 
fcet goin! when yo! haid say 
yot cain't take anudder step,” 

Waffle: "Panceke with a non-skid 
tread," 

Hypocrite: A boy who comes to 
school with a smilc.on his faac. 

Ignorance: "When you don't know 
something end somebody finds it 
Suite” 


List of Ashby Servicemen. Continued 


Kincaid, Leslie [@wis,Edwin IL 
Korpi,William Louhi,Aura 
LaRoche, Harold Lybeck,Toivo 
Leighton,;Richard Malm,Eino 
Leighton, Robert Mattson,Charles 
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